U.S. OLYMPIC SWIMMING TRIALS

8W | SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 2008

Myrtha Pools of Italy provided the
components for the Swim Trials
competition pool in the Qwest Center
arena and for a warmup pool in the
convention center.

@ Starting blocks are

e installed. Only eight of
ey the available 10 lanes will

== be used during competition

Due to the depth of the pool and the

™
= - SIS size of the surrounding deck, eight
o 1 o tterlsngtr?(ljlﬁg d(gjv:rrrt:iles rows of seats had to be removed from
N above the built-in steps the Qwest Center. Arena capacity for
3 - BN the general public will be just under

12,000 during the Trials.

@A carpet of non-

o o mateliglis The pool is filled by the Omaha Fire

the wood- N Departmgnt,husigg watgr pum%(]ed frorr|1 - —
ydrants outside the Qwest Center. The poo -

BeNEICH- AN \ contains 1 million gallons of water and will be Ab?“t th_e Olympic
kept at a constant depth of 8.5 feet. \ Swim Trials pool

Heating up: Pool temper-
atures will be 80 degrees
Fahrenheit in the arena and
81 in the.warmup pool.

2 i p S O A signature event: Mayor
e . N | Fahey was amongthose
. - - W | taking partin a ceremonial
panel signing on the pool.
Building begins: Assembly of
the warmup pool started May
12, when,20 workers from
Myrtha and:California-based
DWR Constructien Inc. began
a run of 16-hour work shifts.
Also involved were Qwest

A complex
network of
pipes runs
beneath the
deck. It con-
nects to the
pump and at
regular intervals
to the pool. It's
all part of a new
water treatment
and filtration
system ¢
that has
never been
used before
at this type
of event.
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OPad is placed
on arena floor to
protect the surface
from concrete

perimeter slabs.

Concrete slabs
that form the
pool’s perimeter base

are put down and
bolted together.

SOURCES: Myrtha Pools, DWR Construction, MECA,
“Sports, a Complete Visual Reference,” World-Herald reports

@ A steel-tube support
framework is erected
between the outside of the
pool and the arena walls. It
IS covered with woad panéls
to form the pool’s deck.
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Exhibit Hall C of the Qwest Center will allow for
90,000 square feet of displays, activities and
interactive entertainment called the Aquazone.
Appearances by Olympic legends such as Mark
Spitz, Donna de Varona and Matt Biondi

Wall panels with built-in
recessed ladder rungs lined with
non-skid material are installed

at all four corners of the pool.

to the gutter’s upper
inside edge.

Q A plastie,moldingis
placed over the lining

where it drapes over the

gutter, securing theylining
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0 The walls and floer of the pool\
are lined with sections of flexible
PVC (pelyvinyl chleride) sheeting that
are alsojoeined withysealant. PVC
lane striping,is heat-fused, or
“welded” to the lining onsboth the
end walls and the floor.

o Drain guttersections are placed
in‘brackets atithe top of support
buttresses and attached to the upper
edges of the walls. A'special sealant
is used between the gutters and wall
panels that will not harm'the stainless \
steel surfaces'when the pool is
dissassembled.

\

that surround the pool.

6.5-foot-wide stainless steel

wall panels are bolted to the
perimeter rail. The wall panels are
supported by steel buttresses that are
bolted to the concrete slabs. The top
section of each buttress forms a
support bracket for the drain gutters

Wall Sand

panel

are scheduled.
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12 truckloads of sand are spread

three inches deep over the steel-band
grid inside the base slabs. The purpose of
this is primarily cosmetic. The pool bottom
will appear perfectly smooth on TV.

A steel rail upon which the walls will
be attached is bolted to the concrete
slab perimeter. More than 100,000 bolts
will be used in the pool’s assembly.
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weight of the finished pool.

teel bands are placed on the floor in
grid pattern inside the concrete slabs.
The bands are welded to the slabs, which

keeps the slabs from moving and also helps
support the approximate 8-million-pound

Y

Center employees and local
electricians and plumbers.
Construction began on the
competition pool May 19.
By the truckload: Six
semitrailer trucks carried
pieces for the two swimming
pools that hold a combined
2 million gallons of water.

A heavy subject: Roger Dixon,
executive director of the
Metropolitan Entertainment
and Convention Authority, has
discussed the 8-million-
pound weight of the pool with
the engineers who worked with
the Qwest:Center architects.
“They came back and said
that isva lot of weight going
on the floor, but we're not in
any jeopardy of any damage,”
Dixon said.

Why the pool
should be fast

Il Olympic gold medalist
Summer Sanders says the
Qwest Center could be as
important for good race times
as the pool. Why? The
acoustics generated by the
building and the crowd. "l
cannot.imagine what the
acousties are going to be like
in here,".she said.

Il A uniform-depth. of roughly
8.5 feet throughout the pool.
Pools have varying-depths,
and shallower waters are less
ideal.

M Lane ropes at Qwest are 6
inches in diameter (some are
only 4 inches) and brand new,
which means they'll function
at an optimum level, spinning
and breaking up waves and
dispersing water as designed.
M There are overflow gutters
on all four sides. Some older
pools were built without them
at end walls.

M The water circulation
system will keep-the pool at
a constant level and won't
allow currents.

Want to go?

All-session passes remain
available, as well as single-
day passes costing $45, $60
or $75. Fans also may pur-
chase single-session passes
— $30, $40 and.$50 for finals
at-night, or $15, $20 or $25
for prelims during the day.
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THURSDAY, MAY 15: Starting with a blank canvas. The Qwest Center
arena floor as it appeared before Myrtha Pools started.

TUESDAY, MAY 20: Sand is spread that will settle between steel
strappings and create a surface without noticeable ridges. It takes
12 truckloads.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21: The walls go up and the blue vinyl matting
is laid. The side walls came in prefabricated 6.5-foot-wide segments.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 28: With the vinyl liner down, workers follow
with the lanes. Also, at right, is the first scaffolding and plywood for
the pool deck.
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THURSDAY, MAY 29: Omaha firefighters deliver the first 6 inches
of water. After allowing the liner to stretch, they finish Friday.

MONDAY, JUNE 2: The finished product. Just in time for the Mutual
of Omaha Swimvitational June 5.
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